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This month we begin our annual observance of the season of Lent.  For 
centuries, beginning in the Middle Ages, Lent was primarily viewed as a 
penitential season, a time of self -examination in which our sins were 
brought to mind and we set about amending our lives.  The traditional 
Lenten disciplines of repentance, prayer, fasting, and almsgiving were 
intended to aid the process.  As you might guess, however, such rigors of 
self-denial did not do much for Lentõs popular appeal!  In later decades, for 
most people, the fasting and almsgiving became pretty insignificant or 
were abandoned altogether . 
 

In more recent years, though, the focus of Lent has shifted a bit.  Certainly 
there is nothing wrong with repentance and amendment of life!  But now 
greater focus is being placed once again on catechetical instruction and 
preparation for baptism, as it was in the first few centuries of the church.  
Back then people became Christians only after an extended period of 
instruction, sometimes as long as three years, and were baptized at Easter.  
 

As we enter into what some refer to as the post -Christian era, when fewer 
people are growing up in the church and more people are first coming to 
faith as adults, that practice is gradually being reclaimed.  In the 
Lutheran church there is a growing recognition of the need for more 
emphasis on the òadult catechumenateó and a more intentional period of 
instruction that would precede church membership.  It is something we 
may want to spend more time considering at Christ Lutheran.  
 

My point, though, for those of you who are already members, is that I 
would encourage you to immerse yourselves in study and reflection on the 
significance of your own baptisms during the upcoming season of Lent.  
Maybe instead of giving something up for Lent, you could take something 
up instead.  Pull out Lutherõs Small Catechism.  Or even better yet, pull 
out Lutherõs Large Catechism in which he expands greatly on the smaller 
version that was really intended primarily for children and the 
uninformed.  Use it for devotional reading and some self -instruction.  
Believe it or not, it is actually a fascinating read!  There is at least one 
copy of each in the church library, and of course they are available for 
purchase online at minimal cost.  I found a Kindle version of the Large 
Catechism for only ninety -nine cents!  
 

I hope that this Lent, and every day for that matter, you will find yourself 
renewed in the waters of baptism.  Amendment of life will occur as you 
return to waters day after day to have your old sinful nature drowned and 
you emerge to the new life God promises to give you there.  
 

Blessings on your Lenten journey to the font.  
 
Pastor Joel Ley  
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Mission 
 

We are Godõs people, 
united by faith in Jesus 
Christ, forgiven, chosen 

and called by Him 
through the Word and 

Sacraments to be a 
mission people. 

 

Christ Lutheran Church 
Rev. Joel Q. Ley, Pastor 

 

1420 S. 2nd Avenue 
Walla Walla, WA  99362 

509-525-2243 
509-525-0092 fax 

christlutheran@gohighspeed.com  

www.christwallawalla.org  
 

Organist: Cynthia Knutson 
Choir Director: Clarice Swanson 
Youth Director: Kate Keyes 
Custodian: Gene Spangrude 
Office Manager: Deb Fuller 
 

A congregation of the 
Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America 

(ELCA) 

Come Join Us  
SUNDAYS  

 
Sunday School 
for Adults and 

Children at  
8:30 a.m.  

 

Worship Service 
at 9:30 a.m.  

 

Coffee Hour  
at 10:30 a.m.  

 

 

Soup Suppers 
and Vespers 
begin Ash 

Wednesday,  
February 22nd 

Pastorôs Message 

mailto:christlutheran@gohighspeed.com
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If you would like to add someone to our list, please 
leave the information at the church office or e-mail  

Deb at christlutheran@gohighspeed.com.  
 
 

Keith Fujimoto  USA Ft. Benning, GA.  
J. Alan Goddard USAF  Barksdale AFB, LA 
Tyler James USA Fort Carson, CO 
Kyle Jones USN  Hawaii 

Mark Jones Army Corp  Afghanistan 
                                  of Eng. 
Lucas Morales  USA  Fort Knox, KY 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Trevor Ongers       USMC  Afghanistan 
Mark Rosbach      USMC Afghanistan 
Kyle Rutledge     USA Fort Knox, KY 

Lee Rutledge  USA Maine 

Josh Wolfram  USAF  McChord AFB, WA 

Kris Wolfram  USAF  Undisclosed location 

AARP DRIVERSAFETY CLASSES 
 

There will be three AARP Driver Safety classes offered at 

different locations.  All are one -day events and taught by 

Bob Frye.  Those who are over 55 years old may receive a 

discount on their auto insurance.  The fee is $14 ($12 for 

AARP members).  Please call to reserve your space.  
 

The first class is Monday, February 27th, at Son Bridge 

Community Center, 1200 S.E. 12th Street, in College Place, 

between 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.  Please bring your own lunch.  

To register, call 529 -3100.   
 

The second class is Saturday, March 10th, at Park Plaza, 1400 Dalles Military Road, in 

Walla Walla, between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m.  Free lunch is included.  To register, call 525 -6513.  
 

The third class is Wednesday, April 18th, at the Odd Fellows Apartments, 115 Merriam, 

(North door) in Walla Walla, between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m.  Free lunch is included.  To 

register, call 525 -6463.  

Itôs Going to Press! 
 

Martin Lohrmannôs book, Bugenhagen's Jonah: Biblical 
Interpretation As Public Theology , is being published in March and 
is available at a special pre -publication price now!  It's about reformation 
history, focusing on a friend of Martin Luther's named Bugenhagen.  For more 
information, check out this link: http://www.lutheranupress.org/Books/Bugenhagens 
Jonah .  Martin Lohrmann (not Martin Luther) is a former member of Christ Lutheran and 
is a pastor in Philadelphia.  He is a graduate of Wartburg Theological Seminary and 
earned his Ph.D. at the Lutheran Theological Seminary at Philadelphia in 2010.  

http://www.lutheranupress.org/Books/Bugenhagens_Jonah
http://www.lutheranupress.org/Books/Bugenhagens_Jonah
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A letter from the M/V Christian ! 
 

Greetings from the M/V Christian to all our friends & ministry partners in 2012!  Here's a short 
summary of our Fall/Winter 2011 -12 'Doings.'  
 

In October, we were delighted to attend & provide housing on board, for Alaska Native Brotherhood & 
Sisterhood delegates, during their Grand Camp gathering in Klawock.   This Christian organization 
gathers Native men & women from across the state & Pacific Northwest, to advocate for Native rights & 
issues.   Last year we were invited to join, and were very excited to meet many new friends.   We were 
encouraged by their willingness to stop events & pray about concerns as they arose during the 
gathering.   We hope to assist the leadership to rally membership in the villages in the coming Spring, 
by hosting the elders & leaders on board the M/V Christian, transporting them from village to village 
in Southeast Alaska.  
 

We were happy to visit congregations & meet with supporters of the ministry in the Pacific Northwest 
in November during a development trip.   Later in the month, friends in Hydaburg invited us to spend 
Thanksgiving with them.  The following weekend we helped carry & raise a Centennial Totem Pole in 
celebration of the 100th year of their village.   We celebrated the first Sunday of Advent with folks in 
Klawock, with an evening prayer service.  
 

December found us in the Northern waters of the Southeast Alaskan Panhandle.   Weather becomes 
more dicey, as well as icy!   Fortunately, we found holes of calm weather between storm systems, and 
made it to Juneau, Hoonah, Angoon & Kake, to wish all our friends a Blessed Christmas.   It is such a 
privilege to share in the lives, struggles & hopes of so many precious folk.   We are honored to walk 
alongside them, and worship & study together during this Advent time.   Together we look toward the 
New Year!  
 

As far as challenges & concerns, we are needing to replace the fresh water & salt water pressure tanks 
soon, as Stan has discovered some leaking.   The pumps are working over -time to keep the pressure 

up, and we have to turn them off at intervals.   Also, the aft sleeping quarters furnace is kaput, so will 
need to research how best to fix this.   We are so thankful for the diesel cook stove, now one year old, 
which is also the main heat source for the boat.   It is blissfully silent, and keeps this steel boat 
wonderfully warm.   It is way more efficient than the original, fuel -wise as well.  
 

As the mission of Lutheran Indian Ministries lies in raising up Christian Native leaders, to minister to 
their own & others, we know our job & calling is to work ourselves out of a job  We were excited to 
introduce a Native couple to our executive director in December, as possible new ministers on board 
the M/V Christian.   We are hopeful & excited to explore all the new ways that the boat could be used 
in this way to further the mission of Lutheran Indian Ministries & the Gospel.   More & more, we feel 
we are being called to step aside, and would ask that you would join us in prayer to discern & be 
faithful, in all that lies ahead.    We envision a year of training, transition & celebration!  
 

We are ever thankful for you all, for your partnership with us, in prayer & support.  
 

God's Peace & our love,  
 

Pastor/Skipper Stan Berntson & Sharon Geldaker RN  
 

P.S.  The PBS program Visionaries will broadcast their episode featuring the M/V 
Christian & Lutheran Indian Ministries soon.  Check local PBS stations to inquire 
when it will air near you!  You can also access it soon in their Season 17 episodes 
online at www.visionaries.org . 
 

M/V Christian  ~   Be Heard.  Work Healing.  Serve Freed.  
 

motorvesselchristian@gmail.com  
PO Box 8416, Ktn, AK  99901  
www.lutheranindianministries.org  

http://www.visionaries.org
mailto:motorvesselchristian@gmail.com
http://www.lutheranindianministries.org
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Opportunities for Fellowship ññññññ

FOURTH TUESDAY BOOK GROUP 
 

Everyone is invited to attend the Fourth Tuesday 
Book Group on Feb. 28, at 12:30 p.m. in the 
church library, to discuss The Blue 
Zones ñ Lessons for Living Longer 
From the People Whoõve Lived the 
Longest by Dan Buettner (diet, 
health, fitness).  During our 
discussion, light refreshments will 
be provided by Amelia Grinstead.  
Guests and newcomers are always welcome!  
Future books include: 
 

       March 27 ñ The Boy Who Came Back From  
                             Heaven by Kevin & Alex  
                             Malarkey (nonfiction)  
 

      April 24 ñ HUMOR DAY!  Share your  
                          favorite jokes, stories and songs. 
 

      May 22 ñ The Namesake by Jhumpa Lahiri  
                         (fiction)  
 

Come enjoy the fellowship even if you havenõt read 
the book!  We meet on the fourth Tuesday of each 
month in the church library at 12:30 p.m.  If you 
have questions, ideas for future book selections or 
need a book list, call Mary Jensen at 529-4214.  
Book lists are also available in a small manila 
envelope on the bulletin board in the churchõs 
main entry.  

FELLOWSHIP, FUN AND FOOD ! 
 

Sunday, February 12th, after worship, 
the Fellowship Hall will be set up for 

some fun and games for all ages.  While 
enjoying òCoffee Hour,ó choose a game to 

play and encourage others to join in.  A 
baked potato bar and salad will be 
available for lunch.  Please bring 

enthusiasm, good sportsmanship, a little 
competitiveness, perhaps, and any snacks 
youõd like to share.  Contact person:  Bob 

Jamison @ 529 -4435.  

COME WALK, TALK, 
AND LAUGH WITH US!  

 

Donõt miss out on your chance for 
fellowship and exercise!  We 
meet inside the churchõs back 
door at 8 a.m. on Mondays and 
Wednesdays.  We have fun 
walking, talking and laughing.  
Afterwards we enjoy a cup of 
coffee or tea in the church library.  
Weõd love to have you join 
us!   When it is wet or too cold to 
walk outside, we have a circular 
route for walking inside the 
church.  For more information 
call Mary Jensen @ 529-4214, 
Darlene Babcock @ 522-1299, 
Patty Hamada @ 529-4793, 
Carolyn Frye @ 529-4030 or 
Helen Hill @ 522-2225. 

LUTHERAN WOMENõS RETREAT! 
 

Dates: March 16 - 18, 2012.  This is a rare get -
away from your busy schedule, retreating to the 
beauty of Godõs creation.  This popular weekend 
promises to encourage your heart, inspiring you to 
return to everyday life renewed and rejoicing!   
Overnight Cost: $126 for 
early registration (at least 
30 days prior to the 
retreat).  The fee includes 
a Lutherhaven keepsake, 
lodging, 5 meals, program 
and all the extras!   
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February 5:  5th Sunday after Epiphany 
 

Coffee Hour: TBA  Flowers:  TBA 
 

  9:30 a.m. 
 

Worship Assistant  Jim Peterson 
Acolyte  Jerry Ladderud 
Ushers   TBA 
Greeters   Julie Swenson & Mirney Wagner 
Communion Assistants John Knapp 
 

February 12:  6th Sunday after Epiphany 
 

 Coffee Hour:  Bob & Mary Jamison   Flowers:  Judy Loposer 
 

  9:30 a.m.    
 

Worship Assistant     Suzie Weathermon 
Acolyte  Andrew Feistner 
Ushers  TBA 
Greeters  Lori & Vince Peterson 
Communion Assistants TBA 
 

February 19:  Transfiguration of Our Lord 
 

Coffee Hour:  TBA   Flowers:  TBA 
 

  9:30 a.m.  
 

Worship Assistant  Norma Hanson 
Acolyte  Ryan Manny  
Ushers  TBA 
Greeters  Judy Loposer 
Communion Assistants TBA 
 

February 26:  1st Sunday in Lent  
 

Coffee Hour:  TBA Flowers:  TBA 
 

 9:30 a.m. 
 

Worship Assistants Cecilia Rutledge 
Acolyte  Katherine Krzyzanek 
Ushers  TBA 
Greeters  TBA 
Communion Assistants TBA 

ALTAR CARE 
 

Bob and 
Carolyn Frye 

February Service Commitments 

 

Opportunities for Service ñññññññ 



6 

Christ Lutheran Church Business ññññ 
 

CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH  

CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES  

JANUARY 10, 2012 
 

President Dan Grinstead opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. with devotions.  Members in attendance were:  Pastor Joel 

Ley, Dan Grinstead, Cecilia Rutledge, Eric Schmid, Kurt Hoffman, Mirney Wagner, Bob Jamison, Barbara Hoffman, 

Suzie Weathermon and Jon Jensen.  Absent were:  Gene Walker, Jim Peterson, Shelley Mann and John Knapp. 
 

Dan welcomed new council members.  A devotion sign-up page was distributed along with a contact list for council 

members.  Cecilia will make corrections to the contact list and email the revised list. 
 

December 2011 minutes to be amended to reflect that Kristina Swanson is the only attendant in the nursery at this 

time.  Kurt made a motion to accept the December 2011 minutes as amended, Suzie seconded and motion passed. 
 

Treasurerôs Report:  Eric reported that December financials came in ahead of budget since non-designated income 

was higher than budgeted and monthly expenses were lower.   Income was 27,748.01 and expenses were $23,477.08 

which resulted in a positive income of $4,270.93 for the month of December 2011.  Current amount owing on 

building is $293,561.57.   Year end financials for 2011 show a negative outflow of <$13,150.46>  and although it is 

less than was projected (<$13,680>) the deficit is still cause for concern especially considering that the youth 

directorôs position was vacant for over half the year which resulted in less salary expense.  The total year end 

offerings/income is <$7,488.46> less than was budgeted for 2011.  The treasurerôs report was accepted as presented. 
 

Committee Reports:  Committee reports are to be submitted electronically no later than the Sunday prior to the 

council meeting.  This will enable the council to focus on what is occurring in the future instead of what happened in 

the past.  At the same time highlights from these reports will be included in the council minutes which will allow the 

congregation to stay informed regarding the various committeesô activities. 
 

Pastorôs Report:   8 worship opportunities were held including two Advent Vespers services, 2 Christmas Eve 

services, and one Sunday with Rev. John Knapp presiding.  The average December 2011 Sunday worship 

attendance was 112, average Vespers attendance was 68, and Christmas Eve attendance was 266.  A total of 

28 visits were held including 7 home/hospital communions.  Pastor Ley was on vacation December 26 thru 

January 2.  Additional comments welcomed the new council members and gave encouragement to the council 

for the upcoming year.  It also stated that although there is concern over the budget deficit, CLC is a 

ñremarkably healthyò congregation and continues to strive on in its mission. 
 

Continuing Business: 
 

2012 Budget:  Eric presented the final budget and comments that will be printed in the annual meeting report.  He 

stated that a mathematical error had been found on the preliminary budget and has since been corrected.  

Concern was expressed by the entire council that there has been a significant decline in income giving since 

2010.  Income giving in 2010 was $316,860 compared to $291,531 in 2011.  Jon Jensen noted that in 2009 

the actual giving was 98.7% of what was projected, 2010 was 99.8% of projected and in 2011 actual giving 

was down to 91.8% of projected.  Whether this decline is due to current economic times remains to be 

determined but should be carefully considered by the congregation as a whole.  The projected net income for 

2012 is <$7,159>. 
 

Staff Position:  Youth Director position remains vacant.  At the present time Katie Keyes has agreed to work part-

time (10 hours per week) through the end of the current school year.  A working potluck will be held prior to 

the annual meeting on January 22 to give the congregation a chance to provide input as to how the council 

should best approach the decision regarding this staff position.  Do we want to fill the youth director position 

or does the congregation as a whole feel that there is a different approach or direction that CLC needs to 

pursue?  Kurt will create a list of questions for the congregation to brainstorm at the potluck which will aid in 

giving the council some guidance regarding this decision. 
 

                 (Conôt on next page) 
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(Conôt from previous page) 

 

New Business: 
 

Lenten and Advent Offerings:  The outreach committee recommended that these offerings continue to be 

sent to the Tumaini School in Tanzania for their roof project or else to Rev. Stan Bernsten , captain of 

the MV Christian, and his wife, Sharon Geldaker RN, who provide missionary services to the remote 

villages in Alaska.   After much debate it was decided to table this decision until the new outreach 

committee has met and can make further recommendations.  The final decision regarding where the 

Lenten and Advent offerings for 2012 will be sent will be made at the February council meeting. 
 

Council Retreat:  A council retreat is tentatively scheduled for Saturday, February 25 to discuss the youth 

director position and visions/concerns for CLC and the council.  Time and location to be determined 

at February council meeting. 
 

Vacant council position:  Brainstormed names to be considered for the Worship Committee chair.  The 

current committee members are Judy Loposer (altar care), Joanne Savage (banners), Norma Hanson 

(lay assistants), Clarice Swanson (music) and Cynthia Knutson (organist).  
 

Dates to Remember: 
 

Potluck & Annual Meeting:  January 22 

Council meeting:  February 14.  Mirney Wagner has devotions. 

Ash Wednesday:  February 22 

Council Retreat:  February 25.  Time and location to be determined. 
 

Meeting adjourned with Lordôs Prayer at 8:08 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Cecilia Rutledge 

Council Secretary 

Lord, Have Mercy!  
 

Ash Wednesday is 

February 22nd.  We 

will begin the season of 

Lent with a soup supper 

in the fellowship hall at 

6 p.m. and then gather 

in the sanctuary for worship at 7 p.m.  

The schedule on the subsequent 

Wednesday evenings of Lent will be 

the sameñsoup at 6 p.m. and vespers 

at 7 p.m. 

Confirmation Students 
and Parents 

 

February 15th is our last class 
together until after Easter.  In 
the meantime, we will see you at 
Lent Vespers on 
Wednesday 
evenings and in 
worship on 
Sunday mornings! 


